11/11/22, 6:22 AM

9 of 16 <

Read Paper | Timesepaper

Govt plans smooth FISP transition

KAOMA Dis)
has started rece

who ..m.rm..ng the developmcat
iew reeently, said the dis

an inte

By JONATHAN
MWAMBA

NSAMA District in
Northern Province i
expecied to receive 525
metric ionnes of Urea
and an cqual quantity of
D Compennd feriiliser
this farming seavon.

Are on the spol cheek
at most of the storage
Jacilitiex in the region
showed thal agriculture
inpis for the 202212023
farming season were
“steudily trickling into
Niama.

This came to light
during a Farmer Input
Support Programme
(FISF) monitorin: visit to
the distric

Nyimba farmers collect ATD
forms. make bank deposits

By ELVIS
MILAMBD
mer Liput Support
oc (FISP) bas
with scveral famers
collocting Authority to
Deposit (ATD) forms and
enaking bank deposits as
rainfall starts in scveral
arcas in Myimba.

Nyimba District
Agricultural Coordinator
Muwaala Lubes m\ﬂmm!

farmers had started mﬂnqg
bank deposits lowards

the inputs with Mombe.,
Nyalugwe and Cliamilsla
oty Luking the load

Niasabanya said Nk
District had rece
o o MGV & o y\mndlm(
secad and sbout 32 fonncs of
white maize: secd supplicd
Ty Zambezi Socd Cotupany.
Mr Nkasabanya also said
attier sced companics, such
as Pannar, Good Nature and
Syngenta, wees servicd
the district in 2022720
season under the FISP
The availbility of secd in
staeage in Nyinha was an
indication of Govermment's
incss to distribute

providers wese also an
sitc at the Ministry of
Agricultuee officcs in
Nyinba 1o speed up the

process of the deposits from

of the tar)

District Agricultural
Coondinator Muanji
Chela suiel the region
was playued by a poor
state of fevder rods
and inadequate storaze
Jacilcs for farminy
imprat:

'Me Chelasaid the

the frmcrs.
o, ASA's
W ond e o
{ndhetial Commercil Hank
(ZICH)'s Zoona weze the
thiee financial institutions
pruyiding baskog scryices
the farmcrs during the
S02212023 FISE
With the incrcasing
fustubers of the farmes that
were capected to depasit
funds fur FISE, the banking
scevics,inluding e _
futmer tipging,
g | bnm ..ml..
Lahility

ul'lm:dlvy ool pbon
seevice providers Airtel and

N ;mhal)m.m:(
ng dovelopment

said the poor Iatermet
serviee was affecting FISP
opcrations at camp
d.‘s.nd level with Airic]
and MTN reportedly
expericncing weak and

very slow. We have been
here since motning up lo
16:00 bouss.

Ome Farmer can wait

had received 152.65 x 50 metric
tonnes of D-Compound fertiliser out
peied 1,800 metric tonnes.

The diesvics had aleo cecivod 22106

n the 2022/2023 farming

Mr Ng"ambi said more deliverics
were expeeted this

Nsama to get 1,050 tonnes of fertiliser =..

of maize sced out of
tonnes allocated for

dovelopment offices Howard
Halubohya
the Dircet Input Supply System (|

week and farmers

would soon start depositing their
KA00 contribution
Kaoma District kul 12,00 Fatmce

RMING inputs delivered in Kaoma District in Western Province.

Kaoma receives 2022/23 inputs

By MABOSHE
MACHOBANI

Western Provinee
g farming inputs
for the 2022/2023 farming scason.
Agricultural

d the region was using
NAIS

put distribution. markit.

He said other i
metric onncs of m
metric tonncs of soya beans and the
same tonnags for proundut sced. —  fumers

Speaking a1 s Press
bricing in Lusika on
Wodncsdsy, Mr Miolo
<aid the Government was
considering 2 pradual
‘graduation of older farmers
who had been teceiving
ingats under the FISP until
they were phascd out.
“Govemment is
considering 2 pradual
eraluation of oldse
nbers, stasting with 80
pcn:.a\l of coverage for
alder members and 20 per
cent fir the new armers
until all older members ure
wn.;luﬁ.\y phascd out,”
e sai

i Mol s Both acw
and old farmers belonging
10 cooperatives would

be allowed to aceess
inuts to cosure that they
‘pradually pradusted from
the Government supparted
FISP.

<aid this would
ensulc a smooth transition
of the old famers to
purehase fertiliser and
wther inpus o the open

puts were 120
: geed, 120

uﬂ&my ways af

By HAPPY MULOLANI
GOVERNMENT will facilitate a smooth
pgraduation of farmers who have been on
the Farmer Input Support Programme
(FISP) for some time, Agriculture Minister
Reuben Miolo has said.

Government's total
tonmage of fertilizsr for
the farming scason was
307,330.20 metric tonnes,
of which 153,665.10 is
D-Compound fertiliser and
153,665.10 was urca

Fertiliser had been
procured t a total
et of fertiliser USS
369,073,9%5.74.

He said stringent
measuses had been
place to cnsure offcctive
itoring of the use of
the inputs and wasmed that
individuals found wanting
would be proseeuted.

Mr Miolo also clasified
that all cligible farmcrs
wore only requird o
pay KA0D, and that
they only required &
National & o
Card (NRC) to register in
order to benefit from the
programmc.

The Government has
reached 55 per cent
distribution of ﬁnnu.g
inpusts 1o distr
countrywide nd farmrs
wore cxpectod o start

colloeting the inputs

opportuity in
ot to aceess
the inputs.—

situation wers hampers 10 apriculiural camps in said the Government was
e smooth deifvery nJr Nsema District, only four — commitied fo ensure that
extension services fu were: equipped with molor— delivery of apriculture
the farmers who were bikes which were alsw in g extension services to the
predominanty dotied in poor condition Jarmers wezs improved
Sfar flung arcas. Speaking carlier through the provision of
Mr Chelu further Narthern Province reliahle iransport.
said must agriculture principal agricultural Mr Ml saicl
extension officers officer Innocent Mulazi— the Government was

lacked motor bikes
in their respective
agricultural camps
Jfor transportation.
“Lack of mobility
huss neyativedy
impucied on the
Limely defivery

of extension

E
He said out of

fiarmer bascd at Luczi Camyp

in Nyimba appealed w the

Govemment 1o supcrvisc

and regulatc: the quality of

service that Internet servi

providers e providiag to
zcns. — N

molor bikes SRR,
neat e o lensen the
trunspurt chailenges
wehich the extension
afficers were grappling
with in mast of the
districts in the province.
—NAIS

mate change.

NAIS

-S‘Ml.L HOI DER farmers are more vlllnerable to environ mema‘l shocks and ecosystem degradation due

Adopting Climate Smart Agrlculture practlces critical

By DORCAS KABUYA
CHAABA
AGRICULTURE is onc of the key sectors

contributing &0 the Cross Domesiic
Product (GDF) of countries in the
Southern Africa Development Commanity
(SADC) region.

Climate change has the highest impact
on Africa where most countrice have low
adaptive capacity becausc of financial and
technokogical limitations m.m with
ower reliance on rain-fi

Climate Sasart Agriculture (rwn is
bv:ln(va] 1o be the solution to climate
the agricubtural scctor

-;m:.u scale famacrs have high potential
o improve food, income and nutrition)
sccurity if they arc supported with
capacity around mitigation and adaption.

Howover, Farmers involved in crop asd
livestock production in Southcrn Africe
are faced with the cifects of climate
duu.g.. such as increasing emperaturcs,
chagi patterns, and mors

foe 10 mi the
et responds. When
we finish?” heasked.

e Ll called oa

el and MTN to provide

qnh(ysmm.ml}nn]n.
farmess were assisted on
time.

Fondani Sakaka, a local

fmqmn and inlcast cxtreme weather
cvents.

Increasing temperatures also affects the
distribution of plant and animal spocics

I order to reverse the situation, there
e necd for fasmers in the SADC region
and beyond to adopt
technobogics in ordcr to

effcts of climatc change.
I thits regard, the Centre for
Coordination Agricultural Rescarch
and Developencat for Seatbom Afma
(CCARDESA) is

and ecosysicm depradation due to dlimate
change.
e said countrics i the SADC region
will only increase food production undee
the i Tearsh clinmate conditions

Accelerating lo: mm of CGIAR ﬂunm..

) initiatives 1o addrees
cnanmw associatod with limals

hamge.

c‘n\xuns»\ Programmes and Grants

anaper Simon Mwale noted that one
of CCARDESA's piorty thematic atca
of the stratcgic plan and the opcrational
plan is designed 10 addes the mpacts of
clinate chasge.

D Muwale sad the role of CCARDESA
i i build capacity of SADC counirics
b integrate climaie clange sepeets inte
apricultural programmes and investments
through the promogion CSA.

seetors, including spriculture. On the other
hand, AICCRA intends to promote aceess
to climate informetion scrvices nd CSA

by
smallholder farmers,” he said.
Dr Mwalc said farmers arc

if they adopt CSA techaologies such as
intercropping, crop rotation, minimun soil
disturbance and water harvesting.

It is against this backdrop that the
CCARDESA through AICCRA and
(GCCA+) documenting a\l
the available best bet CSA technol
that have bees developed and pmm:d
through upscaling into training matcrials
for C5A and organiscd modules 1o
addrees Iu:y aspects of CSA in the SADC

countri
i thercfore paramount that
agriculiural practices are not oaly pood
under prescnt circumstances but sre
also robust cnough to hold up under
changing clinatic conditions. CSA relatcd
technologics are s component of GAPs
that o criical in adcssing the s

ol

in the SADC regionto b e by faemers

consultant from Malawi, said conscrvation
Farming, sproforcsary, multiple eropping
some of the CSA practices being

inaplemcaicd by famsces depeading on
thir

Prof it sid sithuugh there
are plmtycl hich ha
developed, the upteke t-,;ma.umm

Farmers is low.
“Small scale farmers have differcnt
challenges in taking up sone CSA
tehmolugics bocause their results are
g terom, labou intensive, coupled with

compoting noeds far biomass in torms of
s the sl b sl
However, Prof N: ata said onc.

way to increase the uptake of the CSA
tochologics would be to incororate them
c agriculiural subsidy propramme

Hle saiel despite the sesulis being long
tem, CSA can increase production

Feiwry
He said the solutions to Africa’s
challenges, such as climate change, lic on
the continent and should be spearhcaded
by Afficans.
||- addition (T'AIU)hSA working
in the region will

muore vulnerable to cavironmental shocks

pets
u.m e inverory af CSA technalogies

Knowledge o CSA s still low among,
Furmers and there is need to undertake
wide awarcncss raising and scasitisation
through the trainit matcrials 1o be
synthesised by CCARDESA fo cnsure that
there is & common understanding of what
CSA compriscs in the SADC conteal —
NAIS
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